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WALLOWA VALLEY TOWNS 
AND THEIR BEGINNINGS 


GRACE BUTTERFIELD 
AND JV. H HORNER 


1. Joseph 


Wee CouNTY’s CHIEF towns other than Enterprise, 
the county seat, are Joseph, Wallowa and Lostine, all in 

the Wallowa Valley. Two other townships have been platted in 
this valley, one at Alder in 1886! and the other at Evans on 
July 7, 1910.2 

Joseph was named the county seat when Wallowa County 
was separated from Union County but at the first general elec- 
tion in the new county in 1888° the people gave that honor to 
Enterprise. Prior to this Joseph had been the county’s most 
flourishing town. It had boasted, among other things, the 
county’s first bank, organized on August 26, 1887,* the first 
hotel and the first drug store.° 

Before 1880, when a post office was established in Joseph,® 
the town had already been called Silver Lake, Lake City and 
Joseph Town—the “Joseph” after young Chief Joseph. Its 
Indian name, which was the name of the surrounding district, 
was Hah-Um-Sah-Pah, meaning Big Rocks Lying Scattered 
Around.” Joseph itself lies north and a little below where the 
Nez Perce Indian camp used to be at the foot of Wallowa 
Lake.® 

Several Indian graves have been found in Joseph by various 
people. During the township survey in July, 1867, by W. H. 
Odell and Joseph G. Gray, two graves were found in that loca- 
tion. They were fenced with “pealed” poles and bore crosses.° 


1Wallowa County Records, Book B of Deeds, 213. 
2Book 1, Town Plats, 6. 

3County Records. 

4F, D. McCully in News Advertiser of August 19, 1936. 
5John Hayes, early resident. 

61 bid. 

7Francis McFarland, Nez Perce Indian. 

8J. H. Horner. 

°9Book B, p. 288, Original Field Notes, County Records. 


This content downloaded from 128.42.202.150 on Wed, 24 Feb 2016 00:59:27 UTC 
All use subject to JSTOR Terms and Conditions 


WALLOWA VALLEY TOWNS 383 


Graves were later found there by early settlers,1° who spoke 
of the graves as being also fenced with balm poles, with the 
ages of the persons buried therein carved on the poles and the 
graves themselves decorated with crosses. This bears out earlier 
testimony that the Nez Perces Indians had at some very early 
date been influenced, perhaps, by Catholic priests.'! 

George Vail, who surveyed both Enterprise and Wallowa, sur- 
veyed Joseph in 1880 or 1882.1? F. D. McCully platted the 
town at this time. The streets were made 100 feet wide, as are 
those of Salem, where Mr. McCully was raised.1* Joseph was 
dedicated on October 29, 1883,'* and incorporated on February 
9, 1887.3° 

The first church to be organized there was the Methodist, by 
J. W. Cullen, the first Methodist minister regularly stationed 
in the Wallowa Valley. It was in 1884 that, with several of this 
church’s members, he bought the log school house, then in 
Joseph, for $60 and organized their church.’® 

Joseph’s first school was a subscription school taught by Miss 
Cora Samms in the summer of 1882. She conducted this school 
as a public school the following winter.17 F. D. McCully said 
of the organization of this school: 


About the spring of ’82, after Joseph had begun to build 
up a bit, a bunch of us in Joseph wanted to abandon the log 
house [two miles out of town] and build a new school house in 
Joseph. There was opposition to this plan by settlers on Hurri- 
cane Creek. We called a meeting to vote on the change. 

The day of the meeting, however, when we went to the school 
house, we found a man named Fisher of the opposition there 
ahead of us. He did not propose for us to hold any meeting and 
had a wicked looking Winchester in his hands, refusing to even 
let any one into the house. We stood off at some distance to 
talk the situation over. Finally we held our meeting in the 
open air and voted to build a new school in Joseph. I don’t 
know whether it was all or any of it legal but as we built the 
school house entirely by popular subscription of money, the state 
did not have much to say.18 


10Stanley Hayes, early resident. 

11Bancroft, History of Oregon, I, 116. 

12F, D. McCully. For plat, see Book B of Deeds, 35. 
13F, D. McCully in News Advertiser of July 22, 19386. 
14Book B of Deeds, 36. 

15The Laws of Oregon (1887), 181. 

16J, W. Cullen. 

17Mrs, Cora A. Samms White. 

18F, D. McCully in News Advertiser, July 22, 1936. 
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The first newspaper in Joseph was also the first in the Wal- 
lowa Valley, the Wallowa Chieftain, started on may 15, 1884. 
The editor was S. A. Hechethorn; subscription price $2.00 a 
year; Republican.!® 

Joseph elected her first town officers in 1887.?° 


2. Wallowa 

Wallowa was named for the valley itselfi—always so called 
by the Nez Perces Indians after the tripod-like bases of their 
woven willow fish nets. Wallowa is the first town that one 
reaches upon entering the valley from the outside and so has 
been called Gate City, and, in derision by the other towns of the 
valley, Tail Holt.?4_ The Indian name for the district was Hi- 
Paah or Bear Robbing Salmon Cache.?? 


The first post office to bear the name Wallowa was the first 
post office in the valley. It was established on April 10, 1873, 
and for many years it was located some miles below the present 
town of Wallowa. The first postmaster there was John Snod- 
grass.?° 


George Vail surveyed the town and platted it on March 22, 
1889.24 The streets and alleys were dedicated on November 23, 
1896. The platting of the town was not recorded until 1897. 
In 1899 it was incorporated.”° 


There is no record of the town’s first school, although there 
was a school organized close to the present town in 1874, being 
the first in the Wallowa Valley.?° 

The first church in Wallowa was a community church. 
Later, about 1899, their building was taken over by the Meth- 
odists.?" 


The first newspaper in Wallowa was the Wallowa News of 
March 3, 1899.78 


19Record Chieftain, May 17, 1934. 

20Union and Wallowa County History, 506. 

21J,. H. Horner. 

22Otis Half Moon, Nez Perce Indian. 

23U. S. Dept. Records. 

24Book G of Deeds, 154. 

25General and Special Laws of Oregon (1899), 423. 
26Mrs. Henry Schaeffer, early resident. 

ae ts Oliver, resident. 

28C. T. McDaniel and L. Couch, editors. 
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8. Lostine 

Lostine was named by G. E. Laughin, who was postmaster 
there in the early ’80’s. He named it after his home in Lostine, 
Lowell Township, Cherokee County, Kansas?°—long since dis- 
continued. 

Lostine is situated not far from the place where the Wallowa 
River and the Lostine River, or the South Fork of the Wallowa 
River, flow together. The Indian name for this mouth or con- 
fluence is See-Me-Ne-Cam. 

Lostine as platted on October 31, 1884. It was incor- 
porated in 1903. 

The first church there was an Adventist, established by the 
Reverend George Pickett in 1885. Three years later a Pres- 
byterian church was dedicated by G. J. Bowman. 

The first school in Lostine was a subscription school taught 
by W. J. Dean in 1879. There is no record of the first public 
school. 

Lostine’s first newspaper was the Lostine Leader of 1897. 


29Mrs. A. W. Johnson, early resident, 
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